
 

Service Philosophy – The Foundation of our 
Curriculum  

The purpose of our philosophy is to provide a clear statement of the values, principles and 
practices that underpin the work of all educators. It is informed by theoretical perspectives, 
research, community values and contexts, and the experiences of individual educators. 
While it is a requirement of the NQF to have a statement of philosophy or principles, it is 
essential that the elements of the statement are reflected in the day to day 
interaction with children and curriculum decisions made by all educators at Larapinta.  

Your professional philosophy and pedagogy (educator’s professional practice, especially 
those aspects that involve building and nurturing relationships, program decision-making, 
teaching and learning) should be linked to Larapinta’s philosophy to ensure practices are 
consistent and support the underpinning values of the service. It is important that the 
philosophy integrates the key elements of the EYLF, is regularly reviewed and that all 
stakeholders are consulted during this process.  

What is a Curriculum? 

‘Curriculum means all the interactions, experiences, activities, routines and events, planned 
and unplanned, that occur in an environment designed to foster children’s learning and 
development.’ (EYLF, p.9) 

The Larapinta Early Learning Centre’s curriculum plan is a way of documenting what we 
do in our service to support and promote children’s learning and development. To ensure 
that all children reach their full potential at Larapinta, careful thought and consideration 
needs to go into the experiences offered to them. The EYLF is a key component in helping 
us to plan, implement and review our curriculum for children (as highlight in NQS QA1). 

It is important to reflect on how the EYLF impacts and influences our current curriculum 
decisions. The EYLF not only offers you crucial thinking points in relation to how children 
learn but also how you as educators can extend this learning and development further 
through intentional teaching and you everyday practices.  

A good quality curriculum for young children is based on a balance of planned and 
spontaneous experiences. 

To develop an effective curriculum for children an on-going cycle of observing, planning, 
documenting and reviewing the curriculum is essential. Your documentation and 
assessment of children’s learning can be used to inform your curriculum plans. All planning 
starts with observing children in order to understand and consider their current interests, 
development and learning. (Hodgman, 2011) 

Planning a curriculum for children is important because it: 

 Helps to promote children’s learning and development 
 Is a means of documenting what we do at Larapinta ELC 
 Encourages educators to think about what they offer to children and why 
 Is a way of sharing children’s experiences with families and highlights the role of the 

educators 
 It offers opportunities for educators to reflect on and develop their own practices 
 It is a legal requirement (under the NQF) 



 

Features of a good curriculum planning and documentation include: 

 Balancing spontaneity with a sense of purpose and predictability 
 Happy and actively engaged children 
 Consistency of approach from all educators 
 Evidence of children making decisions about their own learning and development 
 Evidence of learning towards the five core principles and the EYLF 
 Family involvement 
 Reflection of the community you are in 
 Meaningful documentation which can be shared with children and families and is 

used to inform future plans 
 Documentation of children’s learning and development is carefully interpreted and 

analysed; and clearly shows how children are progressing toward the EYLF learning 
outcomes and other developmental areas.  

When planning, implementing and reviewing your curriculum there are many 
considerations, including: 

 Meeting relevant legal requirements that apply to Larapinta – NQF National Law, 
Regulations, National Quality Standard and EYLF 

 Service philosophy and approach 
 Context of Larapinta – LDC and the needs of children, families and community 
 Educator’s understanding of the EYLF 
 Aim of your curriculum  
 Teaching practices used to support curriculum 
 Possible documentation methods 
 Providing quality resources and materials to support our curriculum/educational 

program 
 Organisation of the environment to compliment curriculum plans 
 Documentation and assessment of children’s learning 

All of these factors will have implications for the way in which the curriculum is planned 
and documented.  

Effective Planning for Children’s Play and Learning 

Planning is a dynamic and ongoing process that involves working in 
partnership with children and families. Effective planning begins with the 

gathering of rick information about children, families, community and 
contexts. As you make meaning of this information, you can develop your 

own knowledge and understandings about children. Together with the EYLF, 
this information can assist you to plan a curriculum that supports children’s 
wellbeing and learning. Through active engagement and intentionality you 

can extend children’s play and learning, and discover new insights about 
children’s thinking. These new insights combined with ongoing reflection 

enable you to evaluate the curriculum and use this information to inform 
future planning. 


